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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  

NONE OF THE  LANDS IN  MAMMOTH  CAVE  NATIONAL PARK 
ARE  SUITABLE  ATTHIS  TIME FOR WILDERNESS  DESIGNATION 
AND  INCLUSION  IN   THE  NATIONAL  WILDERNESS 
PRESERVATION SYSTEM BECAUSE MOST  OF THE  AREA HAS 
BEEN DEVELOPED IN  THE PAST AND THE  IMPRINT OF MAN'S 
WORK IS STILL  SUBSTANTIALLY  NOTICEABLE. 

THIS  RECOMMENDATION IS BASED UPON CAREFUL  STUDY OF 
THE  NATIONAL  PARK,  THE VIEWS PRESENTED AT  THE  PUBLIC 
HEARING,   AND  THE WRITTEN RESPONSES TO THE 
PRELIMINARY  WILDERNESS  STUDY, WHICH IS INCLUDED  IN 
THE APPENDED HEARING  OFFICER'S REPORT. 
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R O A D L E S S   S T U D Y   A R E A S  

Within the park are four roadless areas of  5000 acres or more: Unit 
A,  5637; Unit B, 16,621; Unit C, 11,899; and Unit D,  5028, a total 
of 39,185  acres.  Some of the  characteristics that  affect wilderness 
designation are described below. 

ROADLESS  AREA  A 

This roadless area l ies along the west  side of the park and 
comprises all park  lands  west of Houchins  Ferry  road.  This very 
irregularly shaped tract contains approximately  5637 acres, 
measuring about 4 miles  long by 3 miles  wide. 

Present recreational use of this area is mostly  in the form  of 
fishing and boating, with  picnicking a t  Houchins Ferry. The  park's 
draft master  plan  calls for increasing the  opportunities  for these 
uses by providing more  and better  facilities a t  Houchins  Ferry,  and 
by establishing foot trails and primitive campsites in  the scenic 
Nolin River  Valley after the Green River  bridge and connecting 
roadways are built. 

Both  the Green and  Nolin Rivers in  this roadless  area are 
impounded  behind  Lock and Dam 6.  Because of  this  impoundment 
and  because of the future recreational  activities  mentioned above, 
no  part  of Roadless  Area A is proposed for wilderness designation. 

ROADLESS  AREA B 

Containing  about  16,621 acres, Roadless  Area B is the largest of the 
four  in the  park. I t  i s  also of irregular shape, but is about 5-1/2 miles 
across from west to east and from  north  to south.  Elevations vary 
from  827 feet on Collie Ridge to  420 feet a t  the  mouth  of  Buffalo 
Creek. 

Visitor use of Area B is now  confined  almost  exclusively to  trips  on 
the sightseeing boat Miss Green River, which makes a round  trip 
during  the travel season from  Mammoth Cave Ferry  to Sand Cave 
Island. Some people enjoy  boating  and  fishing  on  the Green River. 



These  uses will continue.  The Green  River bridge and connecting 
roadways - provided in  the  draft master plan - will cross the west 
side of Area B. 

Excluded from Area B, but having influence on it, are Good Spring 
and  Joppa  Churches  and their associated  cemeteries, the  CoIlie'Ridge 
Road corridor and  other  road  corridors, and the fire  lookout  tower 
on  Brooks  Knob. Also excluded is the triangular tract  of  about  340 
acres a t  Maple  Springs that is bounded  by roads. It contains a ranger 
station and a deer reproduction  study  laboratory; and the master 
plan calls for establishing primitive campsites  here for  the use of 
hikers. 

Like Area  A,  Area B was farmed, pastured,  and  logged before the 
park's  establishment, and all of the  12-mile segment of  the Green 
River within  this  tract is slack water because of Dam  and Lock 6. 
Therefore,  this area is not suited  for wilderness designation a t  this 
time. 

ROADLESS AREA C 

This  11,899-acre unit, measuring about  3  by 5 miles, lies in the 
northeast  part of the  park. I t s  elevations  range from  744 feet a t  
Goblin  Knob  to about 450 feet a t  the Green River. 

Adjacent to  Area C are two fire lookour towers,  the  Great Onyx 
Civilian Conservation  Center,  and Mammoth Cave Church and 
cemetery.  A primitive campground i s  located a t  the old Dennison 
Ferry site, and the draft master plan calls for i t s  improvement by 
adding  boat  launching  facilities for hand-propelled craft so that 
visitors may use the uppermost  9 miles of the  Green River in the 
park,  which is  free flowing. The developed portions of Great  Onyx, 
Crystal, and  Colossal Caves are to be opened for  limited use to  those 
desiring a semi- "wild-caving"  experience. 
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On Flint Ridge, in the roadless  area, is the  powerline  supplying 
electricity  to  Mammoth Cave; it must  remain.  Also  located here  are 
the springs  and  wells that supply  domestic  water for the park. The 
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water from these  sources is pumped into reservoirs. This extensive 
collection and distribution system must  remain until another  water 
supply becomes  available. 

Because of present and past land uses, Area  C  does not  qualify 
presently for wilderness designation. 

ROADLESS AREA D 

Containing  only 5028 acres, this is the smallest of  the roadless  areas. 
Woolsey Valley, within  this area, is known as a fine example of  
solution valley physiography. I t  was formed by the coalescence of 
many sinkholes. 

Except for visitors viewing Cedar  Sink, there is no  public use of  Area 
D, and no new trails or  other uses  have  been proposed in the  draft 
master plan. 

Old maps show that  practically  all  of  the valley was cleared of forest 
and was being farmed  when  the park was established. While the 
forest is recovering over much of  the area, erosion gullies,  fences, 
chimneys, former wagon  roads,  and briar patches  are still apparent, 
thus  disqualifying  most of  Area D as wilderness until a later date. 





gar Mr. 'President: 

The wilderness Act (78 S t a t .  890) directs   the  Secretary of t h e  
I n t e r i o r  to reccmzena to   the  President   arees   within i t s  jur is-  
d i c t ion  which are suitzble  for  designation zs wilderness. Having 
revicaed  Mm0t.h C2ve  2Jationa.l .Park, we conclude t h a t  none of 
the.park  area  sbould be Cesignated  wilde-mess  at t h i s  time. 

' 
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b h & &  Cave iktion=l.  Park, a 51,354-aere w.23 i n  south-central 
Kentucky, was established by Act of Conqress in 1926. Its focus 
i s  the  world's most m s n s i v e   l i n e 2 1  cave syt;ter,, which is toured . 
by more than 600,000 persons  Fer  year. The-park elsa offers  sme 
of t h e   f i n e s t   r i v e r s c q e s   i n   t h e   s t a t e ,  along the  Green ard  ,Holin 
r ivers .  The ptrk  harbors abundant wi l JJ i fe ,  p r t i c u l a r a   ' J i r g i n i a  . 
white-tailed &er. Prier t o   t h e  estebliskzen:: of the   pcrk,   the  . 
surface lcz& of the  :k.od;h Ce~e area vere se:tled an6 famed. ' 

At present - . i r t u d l y  sli of the   sur face   l ank  ~f the  park s t i l l  
d i sp lq f   nvked  s i s s  of m n ' s  Dresence there. We believe t h a t  
several  more decades w i l l  be reqJired  before  these 1 r n - C ~  csn retcrn 
t o  their   natural   condi t ion.  The subterrmean  pxtions  of  the  park 
contain  eztensi-fe u76eveloped  caverns. There j .s  30 legel b a r r i e r  
. to .   the   designzt i in  of sz5terranean  lmds as ;riI.derness.  Ha-ever, 
m a n y  of  the  cavelxs ere unevplored and largely 'ml.Jlom. Nex 
knowleQe glevled fro2  exploration may e n t a i l  chayges in manxe- 
m n t  %Id =e of t he  ceverns as a whole. To r e m u e n d  any .of 
t hese  a r e s  for  wilderness  designation  prior  tc  their   f?xploration 
and p r i o r   t o  en essesment  as t o  haw they fit into  the  park as 
a whole wculd, we believe,   subordinate  the valuss f o r  which the 
park was es tzb l i shed   to   v i lderness  Concerns. Fsr these reasons 
we recommend thz t  no pa r t  of I.Iznmoth Cave Naticnal Park  be 
designated  wilderness  at   this time. We sha l l   r ea s ses s   t he  
s i t u a t i o n  as -loration  progresses and report  back t o  the . 
Congress at a l a t e r  date. 
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' e  . *  
I n  accordance w i t h  the terms of   the  blilderl.Lss  Act, a puhlic 

on May 29, 1974. A sunmnry of thc  hearin!: \record and written 
h e a r i w  c j n '  t h e  recomendation vas held at  Dowlinc Grcen,  Kentucky, 

expressions  received i s  containcd i n  t he  e closed brcchure.  Coaplete 
records have been  compiled and nre avai lable   for   inspect ion by t he  . 1 

I . publlc. n 

The President . .  . .  
Washington, D. C. 20500 , L  

Enclosure . 

. . .  
' The White House 
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